IF

Belangrijkste regel: NOOIT  If + will / would (in de hoofdzin mag het weer wel)

In zinnen met “if” gelden de normale regels voor het gebruik van de werkwoordstijden niet. Welke tijd je gebruikt hangt af het type if-zin (= conditional).

condition (=bijzin)

result (=hoofdzin)

refers to
0.
If 
+   present

→
present

always 
If ice melts,


it becomes water.

If you click on that icon,
it opens the browser.

1. 
If
+   present 
→
will + V

future 

If I see him, 


I will tell him.





If John really likes her, 
he will ask her on a date.

2. 
If
+
past 

→
would + V

fantasy present 

If he didn’t like her, 

he wouldn’t spend so much time with her.


If I were you,


I wouldn’t be so sure.



3. 
If 
+ had + 3
→
would have + 3

hypothetical past
If we had won the match, 
we would have gone up in the league.
 

If they had listened to me, 
we wouldn’t have had these problems. 

You can also start with the result and end with the if-clause (e.g. I will tell him if I see him.)
A. Complete the conditional sentences with the correct form of the verb.
1. I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (not travel) to London if I don't get a cheap flight. 

2. If I . . . . . . . . . . . . (be) stronger, I would help you carry the piano. 

3. If we had seen you, we. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (stop).

4. He would have repaired the car himself if he . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (have) the tools. 

5. If I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(be) you, I wouldn’t do that!

6. If she . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (not see) him every day, she'd be lovesick.
7. We'd be stupid if we. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (tell) him about our secret.
8. If I won the lottery, I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(buy) a house in Spain.

9. If you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(take) the 8 a.m. flight to New York, you don't have to change planes.

10. What happens to your computer if you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(leave) it on all night?

11. If JJ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (be) a better student, he'd participate in class more often. 

In conditionele zinnen kunnen alle aspecten gebruikt worden. Die gaan wel gewoon volgens de normale regels. (perfect: klaar/voltooid op dat moment,  continuous: aan het …, 

passive: door iemand anders)
B. Fill in the correct verb forms.

1. Give the book to Jane if you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (read) it. 

2. If you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (have) dinner right now, I'll come back later. 

3. What would you do if you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (accuse) of murder? 

4. If they . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (question) by the police, they would have been in jail now.
In plaats van will en would kun je ook can en could of may en might in een conditionele zin zetten. In plaats van “if” kan ook “unless” gebruikt worden.
C Fill in the correct verb forms.

1. I can help you if you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(want) me to.
2. How . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(commit) the murder if they had been working at the time?

3. You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(go outside) if you have finished your homework.
4. She might take your place if you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(ask) her nicely.

5. If the rescue crew had found him earlier, they  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(save) his life.

6. Unless someone knew the area, they . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (pass) within a hundred feet of it and not know it was there.

Als de hoofdzin over het heden gaat en de bijzin over het verleden (of andersom), heb je te maken met een mixed conditional. Voor het deel dat over het heden gaat, gebruik je type 2, voor het deel dat over het verleden gaat, gebruik je type 3.

D. Fill in the correct verb forms.

1.a. She will take care of the children for us next weekend because her business trip was canceled. 
1.b. But, she (take, not) . . . . . . . . . care of the children for us next weekend if her business trip (be, not) . . . . . . . canceled. 
2.a. Tom is not going to come to dinner tomorrow because you insulted him yesterday.
2.b. But, he (come) . . . . . . . . . if you (insult) . . . . . . . . . him. 

3.a. Professor Schmitz talked so much about the Masai tribe because she is an expert on African tribal groups. 
3.b. But, Professor Schmitz (talk, not) . . . . . . . . . so much about the Masai tribe if she (be, not) . . . . . . . . . an expert on African tribal groups. 


4.a. The hotels filled up months in advance because the festival is going to include jazz artists from around the globe. 
4.b. But, the hotels (fill, not) . . . . . . . . .  up months in advance if the festival (include, not) . . . . . . . . .  jazz artists from around the globe.

